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Welcome from the ChairWelcome from the ChairWelcome from the ChairWelcome from the ChairWelcome from the Chair
A very warm welcome to you all for our Christmas concert. We hope you

will enjoy the carols, songs and readings that we have put together for you

this evening, and that you will sing lustily with us in the carols that invite

audience participation.

Our next concert will be in St Albans Abbey on Saturday March 17th

when we will be joining with Harrow Choral Society to sing Bach's

magnificent Mass in B Minor. There is likely to be a high demand for tickets,

so do let a choir member know if you would like us to reserve some for you.

If you would like the opportunity to sing with us for the day, then

Saturday 31st March is the date to put in your diary. We will be rehearsing

and then performing some of Handel's Messiah in Christ Church,

Chorleywood, a day that is being run jointly with Chorleywood Choral

Society.

I know that all the choir will join with me in thanking you for joining us

this evening, and in wishing you a very happy Christmas and peaceful New

Year.

Gillian Pugh – Chair, Chiltern Choir.    gillian.pugh@gmail.com    01923 285505
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Tonight’s ProgrammeTonight’s ProgrammeTonight’s ProgrammeTonight’s ProgrammeTonight’s Programme
1. Choir and Audience

Once in Royal David’s City

Solo

Once in royal David’s city,

Stood a lowly cattle shed,

Where a mother laid her Baby,

In a manger for His bed:

Mary was that mother mild,

Jesus Christ, her little Child.

Choir

He came down to earth from heaven,

Who is God and Lord of all,

And His shelter was a stable,

And His cradle was a stall:

With the poor, and mean, and lowly,

Lived on earth our Saviour holy.

All

And our eyes at last shall see him,

Through his own redeeming love;

For that Child so dear and gentle,

Is our Lord in heaven above:

And he leads his children on,

To the place where he is gone.

Not in that poor lowly stable,

With the oxen standing by,

We shall see him; but in heaven,

Set at God’s right hand on high:

When like stars his children crowned

All in white shall wait around.

2. Choir

Just Another Star
Karl Jenkins and Carol Barratt
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3. Reading

Christmas Tale
by Jacqueline Ramm

4. Choir and Audience

It Came Upon the Midnight Clear

It came upon the midnight clear,

That glorious song of old,

From angels bending near the earth,

To touch their harps of gold:

"Peace on the earth, goodwill to men,

From heaven's all-gracious King."

The world in solemn stillness lay,

To hear the angels sing.

Still through the cloven skies they come,

With peaceful wings unfurled,

And still their heavenly music floats

O'er all the weary world;

Above its sad and lowly plains,

They bend on hovering wing,

And ever o'er its Babel sounds

The blessèd angels sing.

Yet with the woes of sin and strife

The world has suffered long;

Beneath the angel-strain have rolled

Two thousand years of wrong;

And man, at war with man, hears not

The love-song which they bring;

O hush the noise, ye men of strife,

And hear the angels sing.

For lo!, the days are hastening on,

By prophet bards foretold,

When with the ever-circling years

Comes round the age of gold

When peace shall over all the earth

Its ancient splendours fling,

And the whole world give back the song

Which now the angels sing.
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5. Choir

Follow that star
Peter Gritton

6. Reading

Song of the Holly
by William Shakespeare

7. Soprano Solo

V’adoro Pupille
George Frideric Handel (from Giulio Cesare)

8. Soprano and Choir

Angels’ Carol
John Rutter

9. Choir and Audience

God Rest You Merry, Gentlemen

God rest you merry, gentlemen,

Let nothing you dismay,

For Jesus Christ our Saviour

Was born upon this day,

To save us all from Satan's pow'r

When we were gone astray:

O tidings of comfort and joy,

comfort and joy,

O tidings of comfort and joy.

From God our Heav'nly Father

A blessed angel came,

And unto certain shepherds

Brought tidings of the same,

How that in Bethlehem was born

The Son of God by name:

O tidings ...

But when to Bethlehem they came,

Whereat this Infant lay,

They found Him in a manger,

Where oxen feed on hay;
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His mother Mary kneeling,

Unto the Lord did pray:

O tidings ...

Now to the Lord sing praises,

All you within this place,

And with true love and brotherhood

Each other now embrace;

This holy tide of Christmas

All others doth efface:

O tidings ...

10. Choir

Nativity Carol
John Rutter

IntervalIntervalIntervalIntervalInterval
during which refreshments will be served in the hall




















